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WHO’S WHO ‘ in Litigation Law

THOMAS MCGOWAN

Meltzer Lippe Goldstein &
Breitstone LLP

Thomas McGowan is a partner
at Meltzer Lippe Goldstein &

Breitstone LLP in Mineola.
McGowan is also head of the firm’s
litigation group.

McGowan has successfully rep-
resented major lending institu-
tions, developers, brokers, credi-
tor’s  committees, corporations,
partnerships, officers, sharehold-
ers, contractors, owners, sponsors,
professionals and bankruptcy
trustees.

His cases include commercial
foreclosures, recovery upon com-
mercial notes and guarantees,
fraudulent conveyance and alter
ego claims, professional liability
claims, workouts, corporate/part-
nership dissolutions and valuation
disputes, estate litigation, discrimi-
nation claims, Lanham Act claims,
creditors’ rights and construction
defect and delay claims.

“I have recently obtained a ver-
dict after trial in which my client, a
real estate broker, was held to be
entitled to recover from the defen-
dant developers upon an oral spe-
cial contract to introduce the defen-
dants to a third party for the pur-
pose of purchasing certain unim-
proved real property from the third
party,” McGowan said. “The denial
of the client’s role in making the
introduction which was asserted as
a defense to this claim was rejected;
with the court finding that the
claimed defense was not credible.”

Since the contract did not fix the
exact compensation to which the
client was entitled, the court award-
ed the client 3 percent of the $18
million sale price on a quantum
meruit basis based on expert testi-
mony together with prejudgment
interest from February 2001,
McGowan explained. “The Court
also found that the defendant devel-

opers were alter egos,” he said.

McGowan is a member of the
NYS Bar and is admitted to the US
Court of Appeals, Second Circuit
and the US District Court, Eastern
and Southern Districts of NY. He
is also a member of the NYS Bar
Association, Commercial and
Federal Litigation Section as well
as a member of the Nassau County
Bar Association.

McGowan earned a juris doctor-
ate from Georgetown University
Law Center; and a bachelor’s
degree, magna cum laude with hon-
ors, from Hofstra University.

Meltzer Lippe Goldstein &
Breitstone is a full service business
law firm providing clients with
domestic and international corpo-
rate and securities, tax, labor and
employment, litigation, health care,
intellectual property, financial,
employee benefits, bankruptcy/
creditors’ rights, workout, and real
estate legal services as well as a
broad range of personal services
including wills and trusts, estate
planning and administration. Its
clients include Fortune 500 compa-
nies and an increasing number of
medium and smaller sized public
and private corporations, real
estate developers, venture capital-
ists and individuals on LI, through-
out the US and the world.
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